DRAFT – August 2009


Main Purpose



This class is designed to explore the growing body of experience that is becoming available on natural disaster prevention and relief approaches, humanitarian aid and development policy assessments, with insights also from contemporary crises and peace-building operations. Many public social and development policy initiatives (e.g. unemployment insurance, the Marshall Plan, regional economic incentives and foreign aid) and many development institutions (e.g. the World Bank, Canada’s Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act and Oxfam) can be traced back to disasters. Some were natural disasters (including famines, floods, droughts, earthquakes), some were people-made (e.g. wars, internal crises and industrial catastrophes). While economic causes and implications will routinely be searched, ideas will equally be sought from other disciplinary vantage points - including, for examples, from social anthropology, history, law and human rights, the natural/ environmental /medical sciences and broader management and security studies.

Approaches


To explore the growing volume of research findings (including case histories) on natural disaster prevention; preparedness; mitigation, relief and humanitarian aid; international humanitarian law and human rights; peace-keeping, security, and potential bridges into sustainable development;



To draw upon audio-visual materials in order ‘to bring to life’ a cross-section of the cases being examined. These are made available courtesy of UN agencies, the International Red Cross, the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre, and other organizations;


To critique a sample of strategic plans, evaluations and operational ‘principles’ (including codes of ethics) of major UN and international NGO bodies re. disaster relief/development and peacebuilding. To what extent and through what means, the question is asked, do and/or might ‘lessons of experience’ reports shape policies and field operations?  Who actually reads what? How are institutional memories developed and learned from? What appear to be current and future trends?



To contribute to an ongoing international research programme “From Disaster Relief to Effective Development Policy and Practice.” We will work directly with a number of officials in international organizations this year, as well as test the draft of a new book.



To assist course participants to gain access to subsequent experience through internships in International and National Disaster Relief/ Development/ Peacekeeping and Emergency Management organizations (and to enable them to acquire, if sought,  additional university recognition for writing up these experiences – within the frameworks of reading classes, theses and other appropriate approaches).

Course Resources
In addition to books, journals and public reports, the group will access training and operational materials of several UN and European Union agencies, case materials of Oxfam, Médecins Sans Frontières, and the International Red Cross Movement, public and unpublished documentation of a number of international and local institutions. Access to the facilities of the Canadian Pearson Peacekeeping Training Centre (P.P.C.) has routinely been facilitated under special and separate arrangements. The Oxfam Handbook of Development and Relief, Vol. 3, Oxford: Oxfam, remains one excellent Resource Directory of relief and development agencies and contact points. Also see <www.IFRC.org> and <www.ICRC.org>, <www.alnap.org>, <www.worldbank.org/poverty/>, <www.oneworld.org> and <www.idrc.ca/library/world/>, <www.netaid.org/>, <www.sphereproject.org> for contacts. Additional sources will be provided in class and a variety of readings will be placed on Reserve at the Killam Library. The draft of a new book, Projects in Search of Relief and Development, is being ‘test-run’ by this class. 

Background
A pilot project version of this course was started in 1993.  It was designed to provide graduate and advanced undergraduate students (and professionals wishing to rethink their experiences from the field) with the opportunity to explore and share the fast growing body of experience that was being  documented on natural disasters, relief, development and contemporary peacekeeping. Over 200 people have now completed subsequent classes and some of the written outcomes are now being used by international organizations for their own training and operational purposes.

As one further outcome of this course, a substantial number of theses has been completed on topics encompassed by the overall theme (including by Irene Knoben, Patricia Ann Griffiths, Hendrik Spierenburg, Sonia Felix, Christel Hervet, Claire Pike, Sarah Erlichman, Ram Shankar, Stephen Kempton, Adam Rostis, Mariette Maillet, Sarah Parker, Jennifer Hiscock, Naa Ode Wilson, Sharaf Sultan, Katie McPherson, Genevieve Drouin, Erla Thrandardottir, Sophie Mathew, Batsuren Eenjin, Lisa Farquhar, Nicole Rosenow, Soulafa Al Abbasi, Kevin Jager, Michal Sawicki, and Ruba Moubarak). A further number is in progress. These theses connect with several Dalhousie graduate programmes, including the MDE, MA (IDS), MMM and LLM. As extensions of this work, Adam Rostis and Claire Pike held (under the auspices of the International Institute for Sustainable Development and Ploughshares International) internships in Kenya; Mariette Maillet was in Burkina Faso under the auspices of the UNDP; Sarah Erlichman joined a refugee camp in Ethiopia under Red Cross support; Hank Spierenburg became a full-time programme director at the Pearson Peacekeeping Training Centre; Ram Shankar worked in the Southern Sudan, followed by the Canadian Red Cross; Saleema Khimji and Sharaf Sultan held internships in Geneva with the Aga Khan Foundation (AKF),  Soulafa Al Abbasi recently completed work with the AKF in Cairo. Sarah Murray and Chris Wimmer have recently been with NGOs in East Africa; Claire Pike has worked on contract in Ottawa with the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (having written a policy report on small arms control); Adam Rostis spent four years with the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, working out of Harare (and is now back with the Nova Scotia EMO in Halifax). Ram Shankar recently returned from Kosovo (with OXFAM); Sarah Parker worked with NGOs in Bosnia, and Jennifer Hiscock visited Sarajevo under the auspices of her internship with PPC before joining ACOA. Naa Ode Wilson worked with the UNDP in Viet Nam prior to joining the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre. Sarah Tougher was recently in Sri Lanka with WUSC. Irene Knoben was the first to link into an internship through this programme, being seconded to the International Red Cross in Geneva with the refugee department (after which she joined the Foreign Affairs Department of the Netherlands Government). Over thirty members of the study group have now attended Pearson Peacekeeping courses, many on special scholarships and/or on contracts. Batsuren Eenjin (formerly with the UNDP in her native Mongolia) completed an internship at PPC, returned to Mongolia to implement ideas developed in her MDE thesis on emergency medical systems for Mongolia and now is a field coordinator for the UN of NGOs in Kazakhstan. The class, as a whole, has periodically visited the PPC in Cornwallis Park and routinely EMO headquarters in Dartmouth. In 2007 and 2008, as an outcome of previous classes, several members spent several days on peacekeeping training exercises in Ottawa. Michal Sawicki has used this experience as a core part of his MDE thesis on Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration.
Growing numbers of published book reviews, articles, books and training materials have been facilitated by this research course and a variety of  speakers have joined the sessions at particular phases - from overseas, from the Peacekeeping Training Centre and from several other Canadian institutions. Each year a guest of honour is invited, starting with Mary Anderson, the Harvard economist, in 1993.  The conceptual work in her book, Rising from the Ashes, played a pivotal role in the early design of this course. In 1998 Michel Minnig, the courageous ICRC delegate, who played a leading role in the Peruvian hostage taking drama, joined us. Earlier in 1999 (and again in October 2000), the programme hosted Timothy Pitt (Médecins Sans Frontière’s mission leader to Kosovo).  In 1998 Michael Phelps also joined us from UNHCR (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) and in December 1999, H.E. Urs Ziswiler,  Ambassador of Switzerland to Canada and the Bahamas (and a former ICRC delegate and Swiss Ambassador on Human Rights) was a guest of the programme.  In April 2000, we welcomed Inspector Everett Sumerfield of the RCMP, direct from a mission in Kosovo and in November 2000 we again welcomed Tim Pitt (this time en route to Russia) and, in March 2001, H.E. Carlos Trejo Sosa of the Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs was guest of honour (1998-2000, being Cuban ambassador to Hungary, with accreditation to Bosnia and Herzegovina). In 2002, guests included Mark Baskin of PPC and Peter Walker, recently Canadian High Commissioner to India and then with Acadia University. In both 2000 and 2001, the class met with the Canadian officials responsible for the Treaty Banning Personnel Land-mines and in 2002, a special workshop was conducted under the auspices of the Canadian Red Cross in Halifax. In July 2006, Josie Marcille co-ordinated a Canadian Pugwash panel that included Senator Douglas Roache on current security and disarmament approaches. In 2007 the guest of honour was Alex Morrison, founding president of the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre; the class was also pleased to welcome (at a special seminar of the class) Col. Pat Stogran, recently commanding officer of the Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) in Afghanistan. Naa Ode Wilson, Soulafa Al Abbasi, Sarah Murray, Seth Leon and Josie Marcille, among several others from this class, have been significantly contributing to the development of Dalhousie’s new Red Cross and Red Crescent Club.
Summary of Approach for 2010
Weekly Seminars:
Most weekly seminar sessions will incorporate at least two of three main goals:
· Introduce one analytical/planning/management framework/theory and always explore its practical applications (e.g. Capacity/Vulnerability analysis; social cost-benefit appraisal; risk and sensitivity analysis; logical framework analysis);
· Introduce and critique one main theme (e.g. How is foreign relief aid assessed and managed? Can humanitarian aid ever be neutral? Is ‘peacekeeping with muscle’ a delusion? How well prepared is Nova Scotia for natural disasters? etc. …) These will often connect with one or more discussion questions (e.g. What kinds of contributions might economics/social anthropology/international humanitarian law/a background in business studies or international development studies make to improving disaster response and sustainable recovery?);
· Exchange insights from relevant experiences and draw upon one or more case studies (e.g. the 2005 Pakistan earthquake; SARS in Toronto; the First Gulf War; Canadian peacekeeping in Afghanistan; the S.E. Asian tsunami; the attack on the US embassy in Nairobi; the Israeli incursion into Lebanon; Ethiopian famines). When such topics are examined, the class will have access to UN, ICRC audio-visual and other materials and also, on occasion, meet with those with first-hand experience of the particular events.
There will be a monthly series of workshops over the term. The first will be on “Ethics, Relief and Development” - to be held in January. Among topics to be included under the framework of natural disasters will be the Asian (and Newfoundland) tsunamis, Halifax hurricanes, Ethiopian famines, the Montreal ice storm, and the impact of floods in Nepal and in ‘New Orleans.’ Among topics to be included under man-made disasters and also peace operations will be the Chernobyl case, marine ecosystem disasters, the bombing of the US embassy in Nairobi and the current situations in Afghanistan and Zimbabwe.

As the class progresses, participants will share their own research interests and/or experiences and invited guests will periodically also join us, whether as speakers or participants, in class-organized seminars.  A number of video presentations will also be drawn upon (e.g. the Pinatubo volcano and a recent UN peacekeeping crisis). Several recent class graduates will also be invited to return to discuss their field experiences.
The class, as whole, plans to visit (over the period) the Emergency Measures Centre for HRM in Dartmouth and the Nova Scotia offices of the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre.  Two ‘experiential’ case projects will be used at special sessions at the end of the term, once the group has a basic set of background skill-sets: an international crisis and a Halifax emergency).
Summer 2010
Research Agenda:
A new research document is being designed to assist those who might wish to connect their thesis or later work into a new strategic ‘From Relief to Development’ initiative.
Internships and Summer Schools:

While the course formally ends in April, the following summer is available for: field research assignments, follow-up reading courses, internship arrangements, thesis research and periodic seminars at Dalhousie and, (under separate arrangements) at the Peacekeeping Training Centre, EMO and other locations. Academic credits may be permitted (under separate arrangements) with the instructor and their respective departments for such endeavours. Those in Halifax during the summer of 2008 met on a weekly basis to discuss their thesis work; this approach will be reconsidered for 2010, in consultation with the class.
Assignments and Assessments

This is intended to be a practical and lasting learning process for you. Thus, flexibility is to be encouraged by the approach, enabling you to build upon your individual experiences, disciplinary skills, and interests (and you are encouraged to do so). Your written work should be submitted in the form of a portfolio, final versions are due one week after the last formal class session in April. Segments and drafts may be submitted at much earlier dates (of your choosing) for on-going feed-back; some of your work may be a product of group discussions, previous experiences in field situations, and your own in-class presentations. While no single model is required for your individual portfolios, you might be guided by the following ideas for their components:

1. 
One or more book reviews (perhaps from the suggested readings); (please follow the format of the Canadian Journal of Development Studies - samples will be provided in class);

2. 
The analysis of one or more case studies or evaluation reports; (several videos will be shown to illustrate issues and one or more may be drawn upon; examples will be cited and made available to you). You will also have access to a variety of written and other cases to choose from;
3. 
An ‘aide memoire’ critique of class discussions, group discussions, any relevant conference, work-experience or workshop you might have attended, etc. (Previous examples will be made available). This has generally proved a useful exercise for the writers;
4. 
Critiques (of about 750 words) of at least one ‘framework for analysis’: what it essentially is; how it might be/has been used; key strengths and limitations; (previous examples will be made available);

5. 
Either one main paper (no more than 3000 words) built around one or more of the discussion topics introduced over the term; or the equivalent of a ‘take-home exam,’ in which 4 discussion questions (distributed routinely to the class) are responded to [no single answer normally being more than 800 words). You help select the questions and contribute to the design of your own ‘take-home’ exam to ensure it relates to your interests, should you decide to take this option.

It is quite possible that you might include a draft section of a thesis you are embarking on, within the body of your portfolio, provided the theme is of direct relevance to the class mandate. It could readily become the main paper (item 5 above).  Above all, the portfolio is to be useful to you and to serve you as a record and building-block for your future work and ideas. If you already have had relevant experience (e.g., on a UN peacekeeping mission or with the Red Cross/Crescent), then you are encouraged to reflect on that, substituting your experiential review for item 5 above. Samples of portfolios from previous classes will be distributed to help you ‘set your sights’ and one or more previous class members will be invited to share their own ‘lessons learned’ experiences from this class, so that you can benefit from their insights and ‘lessons learned.’
Some class members may prefer a more tightly structured set of written requirements, as distinct from this intentionally flexible portfolio approach. If you feel more comfortable with a more ‘traditional approach,’ then - instead of a portfolio - you can request a mid-term and end-of-term examination option. Each exam would be graded from 50% of the total. Exam dates will be agreed upon by the fourth week of the term. You would be given broad guidelines regarding the exams, but will not be ‘setting your own questions.’

[It must be noted that a few undergraduate students, normally in their honours year, have been welcomed to this class in some previous years and they have often been extremely successful - sometimes linking the class to their honours thesis, to an internship or to current/previous work experience (e.g. in the military, with the Red Cross etc.).]

Some Basic Readings
It is emphasised that this is a ‘research-in-progress’ class, which is designed both to help you open up a range of new approaches and interests, as well as to provide connections into (and training and other materials of possible help to) institutions that have been co-operating with this particular class over a number of years.

Different class members come to this course with substantially different backgrounds, disciplinary interests and priorities. The class approach is hence definitely not a ‘one size must fit all’ design. That includes readings. You are encouraged to draw together your own preferred bibliography and to think carefully about what you believe will be the most useful working model for you. To help you do so, an initial reference list follows. Once the class has started, you will be given other suggested readings, including a number of discussion questions from which to select.
Items marked * contain ‘core reference’ materials:
I
An Introduction to Frameworks for Analysis 
	*
	Mary B. Anderson and Peter J. Woodrow, Rising from the Ashes. UNESCO: Paris (and Westview Press), 1989. [This basic study and follow-up sessions much influenced the initial design of this course and also key parts of Through A Glass Darkly. It is still a course building block.]

	
	

	*
	Ian McAllister, Through A Glass Darkly. Cornwallis Park: Canadian Peacekeeping Press, 2004 (second edition) [A study supplement will be given to all class members. It draws on a variety of comparative studies and experiences. We’ll be using this.]

	
	

	*
	For a really excellent and visual historical survey on the evolution of key economic and aid policy ideas, the DVD, Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy cannot be over-praised. Info can be acquired from: 1-800-949-8670, or Online: shop.wgbh.org. An extract will be shown at the start of the term to help you gain perspective.



	II
	Where Does Development Economics Fit? Some background references


	
	Robert L. Tignor. W. Arthur Lewis and the Birth of Development Economics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006. [A useful critique and excellent ‘academic’ complement to Mallaby’s extraordinary review of James Wofensohn in The World’s Banker. You’ll receive a review of both books.]

	
	

	
	For superb background/perspective readings on development economics, see Perkins, Radelet, Snodgrass, Gillis, Roemer, Economics of Development. New York: W.W. Norton, 5th edition, 2001. 

	
	

	
	Gerald M. Meier and Joseph E. Stiglitz, Frontiers of Development Economics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001. [some useful sections]

	
	

	
	Tim Harford, The Under Cover Economist. London: Abacus, 2006. [This is an extremely thoughtful work, brimming with originality.]

	
	

	
	The Economist, The World in 2010. (London, The Economist, 2009). This annual publication contains crisply written critiques on ‘world affairs,’ as do the weekly Economist newspapers.

	
	


III
Natural Disasters and Disaster Prevention
· David Alexander, Natural Disasters. New York: Chapman and Hall, 1993. [A detailed survey of natural disasters, their causes and risks. It is as relevant today as when first written. You may decide to focus on one or two chapters and use it as a reference work.]
*
Nicholas Stern, The Economics of Climate Change/The Stern Review. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007. [This is extremely well-written and you are encouraged to browse through it.]
IV
Conflicts, Reconstruction, and Peacekeeping
· Carnegie Commission, Preventing Deadly Conflict. New York: Carnegie Corporation, 1997. [as relevant today as when it came out; massive contribution and worth spending some time with – a good summary exists]
· Greg Behrman, The Marshall Plan and the Reconstruction of Post-War Europe, London: Aurum Press, 2008 [a fascinating and very perceptive history of the background and core elements of the Marshall aid Plan – of great relevance to today’s situations from Afghanistan to the Congo]

OECD, Helping Prevent Violent Conflict. Paris: OECD, 2001. [a useful reference report]
John Keegan, War and Our World. London: Pimlico Edition, 1999. [readable, thoughtful and constructive – a ‘quick read’]
Peter Pigott, Canada in Afghanistan. Toronto: Dunwen Press, 2007. [a critique of the background to Canada’s involvement and the current situation; you will be given a review.] 
Joseph E. Stiglitz and Linda J. Bilmes, The Three Trillion Dollar War. New York: W.W. Norton, 2008.

Rob McRae and Don Hubert, Human Security and the New Diplomacy. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2001. [This contains a selection of useful papers; you will be given a review.]
V
International Human Rights and Humanitarian Aid
· Henry J. Steiner and Philip Alston, International Human Rights: Law, Politics, Morals. Oxford: Clarendon Press, (second edition) 2000. [a massive and wide-ranging compilation of extremely useful material; a good reference work]

T.O. Elias, New Horizons to International Law. Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff, 1992. [a thoughtful critique to be aware of]
Mary Kaldor, Human Security. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2007. [an extremely thoughtful set of critiques of comparative cases].

Cornelio Sommaruga, International Humanitarian Law on the Threshold of the Third Millennium. Geneva: ICRC, 1992. [If you decide to write either on IHL or on the International Red Cross or Geneva Conventions, then this is a ‘must.’ Otherwise, simply a reference.]
Roger C. Riddell, Does Foreign Aid Really Work? Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. [a massive reference – not light reading, but useful as a background resource]
Amartya Sen, Development As Freedom. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999. [Some of the papers are models of empirical clarity, with a sense of humour. You may decide to read one or two of these papers at least.]
VI
Institutional Histories and Memories
· Maggie Black, A Cause for our Times: Oxfam the first 50 years. Oxford: Oxford University Press 1992. [An excellent review of the history of Oxfam and the connections between theory and practice. If you are interested in the evolution of institutions and their histories, especially an NGO, then this is the book for you! You’ll get a review.]
IFRC, Learning from the Nineties: Evaluation Report - Main Findings (Draft), Geneva.

Maggie Black, Children First: The Story of UNICEF, Past and Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996. [A useful history of UNICEF. This does give you a sense of a UN agency and its evolution. You will be given a review.]
Caroline Moorehead, Dunant’s Dream. London: Harper Collins, 1998. [A most readable history of the Red Cross Movement, especially detailed re. the Second World War that can probably be glossed over. You will be given a review.]
Ian McAllister, On Issues and Initiatives: The International Red Cross in Times of Duress and Ambiguity. Pearson Paper No. 9, Cornwallis Park: Canadian Peacekeeping Press, 2004 (2nd ed.). [a critique of some Red Cross current issues]

UNHCR, The State of the World’s Refugees: Fifty Years of Humanitarian Action. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000 [probably the best review to date of the UNHCR; a most useful critique]. For a more recent review, see Gil Loescher, Alexander Betts and James Milner, The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. London: Routledge, 2008.
Stanley Meisler, United Nations: The First Fifty Years.

Sadako Ogata, The Turbulent Decade. New York: W.W. Norton, 2005. [a bit tedious at times, but it does complement the previous UNHCR report; Ogata became its head]
James Orbinski, An Imperfect Offering: Dispatches from the Medical Frontline [UK: Random House Group, 2008. Largely field-based reports by the former head of MSF. Very readable.]

Sebastian Mallaby, The World’s Banker: A Story of Failed States, Financial Crises, and the Wealth and Poverty of Nations. London: Penguin Books, 2006. [A very wide-ranging and provocative critique of the World Bank, especially under the presidency of Jim Wolfensohn. This is a ‘must’ to read for all interested in development aid! You’ll be given a review.]
Ken Smith, A History of Disaster: The Worst Storms, Accidents, and Conflagrations in Atlantic Canada. Haliufax: Nimbus, 2008. [a useful summary]

(
World Bank, The World Bank’s Experience with Post-conflict Reconstruction. Washington (for official use only document, now available to this class), May 4, 1998. [This indicates the careful way institutional memories can be gleaned and is not to be treated lightly. It is drawn upon in Through a Glass Darkly.]
VII
Relief and Development Projects and Programs
· Ian McAllister, Projects in Search of Relief and Sustainable Development. Confidential Working Draft, 2009. [This will be ‘test run’ on those who are interested in the role projects do/can play in relief and recovery situations.]

Jean Baneth, Selecting Development Projects for the World Bank. Washington: World Bank Discussion Papers, No. 322, 1996. [A candid review of some of the technical aspects of project analysis. You might find it useful as a reference work.]
Randall M. Packard, The Making of a Tropical Disease: A Short History of Malaria. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007. [This superb medical history, well-researched and authoritative, should be mandatory reading for all who subscribe to ‘quick-fix’ solutions (such as malaria nets) to complex problems.]
Michael Ignatieff, Empire Lite. (Nation-Building in Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan). Toronto: Penguin Canada, 2003. [A mix of astute journalism and perceptive critique... extremely readable and worth the effort. You’ll be given a review.]
Ashraf Ghani and Clare Lockhart, Fixing Failed States. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. [The topic, if not necessarily this treatment, demands more penetrating analysis.]
Richard Jolly (ed.), Jim Grant – UNICEF Visionary. Florence, Italy for UNICEF. (undated, c. 1998). [a series of papers about Grant – a reminder that ‘individuals can make a difference.’]
VIII  Historical Novels and Biographies
Sometimes historical novels and biographies convey experiential insights more vividly than other forms of writing. For examples, see:
Maureen Hanrahan, Tsunami: The Newfoundland Tidal Wave Disaster. St. John’s: Flanker Press, 2004.

Steven Galloway, The Cellist of Sarajevo. Toronto: Vintage Canada Edition, 2009.

Stanley Meisler, Kofi Annan. New Jersey: John Wiley, 2007.
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